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ness of them to stay and turn as a man would wish;
yet them esteemed it their better safety, with such
peril, to seek sea-room, than, without hope of ever
getting liberty, to lie striving against the stream,
and beating amongst the icy mountains; whose
hugeness and monstrous greatness was such that
no man could credit but such as, to their pains, saw
and felt it.   And these four ships by the next day
at noon got out to sea, and were first clear of the
ice.   Who now enjoying their own liberty, began
anew to sorrow and fear for their fellows' safeties;
and, devoutly kneeling about their mainmast, they
gave unto God humble thanks, not only for them-
selves, but besought Him likewise highly for their
friends' deliverance.   And even now whilst amidst
these extremities this gallant fleet and valiant men
were altogether over-laboured and f orwatched with
the long and fearful continuance of the foresaid
dangers, it pleased God with His eyes of mercy
to look down from heaven to send them help in
good time, giving them the next day a more favour-
able wind at the west-north-west, which did not
only disperse and drive forth the ice before them,
but also gave them liberty of more scope and sea-
room; and they were by night of the same day
following perceived of the other four ships, where,
to their greatest comfort, they enjoyed again the
fellowship one of another.   Some in mending the
sides of their ships, some in setting up their top-
masts, and mending their sails and tacklings; again,
some complaining of their false stein borne away,
some in stopping their leaks, some in recounting
their dangers past, spent no small time and labour.
So that I dare well avouch there were never men
more dangerously distressed, nor more mercifully
by God's providence delivered,   And hereof both